SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
latter as a result in part of the "leaflet raids' carried
out during the winter of 1939-40 knew the darkened
face of Germany as well as it knew that of England,
Its personnel were highly skilled in night flying. Its
materiel was, for this purpose, superior to Germany's.
The pilots and bomb-aimers had been trained to a
pitch not even approached by those of the Luftwaffe.
Precision of aim was inculcated and practised. Long
periods were spent in the search for and exact loca-
tion of targets. If the designated objective could not
be found, and if no alternative attack could be
bombed with reasonable precision, no attack was
launched. Bombs cost money and it is folly to dump
them where they can do no good. Frequently a full
bomb-load has been brought home because it could
not be dropped on a military objective. There is
nothing of blind or indiscriminate bombing in the
work of the Royal Air Force. That there is nothing
else in the night work of the Luftwaffe a great cloud
of witnesses could testify.
In 1941, no doubt, the callous, ham-fisted bombing
of London and of other British towns will continue.
Defence in the air has proved to be more effective by
day, less effective by night, than had been expected.
In time, no doubt, a solution to the problem of the
night bomber will be found, but a proportion of the
raiders will always come through. Meanwhile we
have to grin and bear our adversity and that is what
in fact we have made up our minds to do. That the
random, indiscriminate attack to which the once-
chivalrous German air force is subjecting our civilian
population will break their spirit there is no likeli-